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been achieved. Frances has not only been the most diligent worker but also unstinting in extending 
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of Woolf’s modernism towards narcissistic self-sufficiency. The poetry I have in mind differs from 
that	offered	by	Durrell’s	work,	 too,	because	 it	 is	 concerned	not	with	 the	 romance	of	 ‘elsewhere-
and-abroad’	but	with	the	romance	of	‘here-and-now’.	She	had	poetic	gifts:	the	ability	to	use	both	
language and story to startle us into fresh perception. It was not, in the end, England that was dull, 
but	our	perception	of	England	that	had	become	dulled.	One	of	the	functions	of	Murdoch’s	fiction	
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for ten years, for by this means he forfeited neither her delightful company, nor her paintings which 
were	‘essential’	to	him.	Moreover,	‘no	one	can	feel	as	much	bitterness	against	me	as	I	do	myself’.16

Though	Canetti	had	confided	to	his	diary	his	boredom	with	Motesiczky,	he	soon	invented	another	
ingenious Transformation: he tried to console her by claiming that he hated his second wife because 
she	was	a	German,	and	that	he	summonsed	his	first	wife’s	ghost	from	her	grave	to	curse	his	second.	
Motesiczky was unimpressed. She dwells on her jealous hurt – heart-breakingly – in one letter 















30

article uniquely on Shakespeare (unlike a very short one on Tolstoy). Her remarks about him are 
scattered within her best essays over nearly forty years, within interviews, in her journals, and asides 
within her novels. Creating a coherent account of her Shakespearian interest entails bricolage. That 
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both the rough magic of stage direction and also his lifelong and rapacious habit of manipulating 
friends	and	lovers.	Many	of	those	with	whom	he	has	unfinished	business	–	or	he	has	hurt	–	arrive	
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Cedar Lodge Steeple Aston Oxford
19 April 1978

Dear Ray, 

So many thanks to you for your great kindness to us in Santa Barbara (including your 
active concern about those suitcases, which you somehow magicked back from limbo) 
– we kept hoping we would arrive at Santa Barbara-by-the-sea, and looking forward to 
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Cedar Lodge Steeple Aston Oxford
12 Oct 1978

Dear Ray,

Thank you and Joe very much for the lovely card. I expect your term has already begun 
and ours (rather late this year) is about to start. Autumn (Fall) and term bring one back 
home and to sober tasks! Not that we have been far away from sober tasks this summer, 
since, although we have been in Italy & Spain, we have been staying in houses where we 
could still work which is always good for morale. We saw a bit of the sea, always a treat 
for us, taken for granted by lucky you! (Santa Barbara is not only in the right place, it is 
exactly the right size, and 136 West Cota St is of course its exact centre.) (Let me know 
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young chap who is coming to Balliol, he sounds like a good fellow. Not much news of 
us. John is writing a book on Shakespeare & is rather discouraged at the moment but 
will	recover.	I	have	just	finished	a	novel	(partly	about	an	exiled	Pole).	We	had	a	working	
holiday, taking our books to friends’ houses in France & Spain – I like that, plenty of 
meditation and swimming and a glimpse of that amazing phenomenon, the sun. Very 
very best wishes to both your plans & projects – and do write again before long. We have 
no USA schemes at present. Will you be over here? All very best and with love

Iris

Steeple Aston
29 October 1979

Dear Ray,

Thanks very much for your letter. I would have answered sooner but I’ve been away. I 
was sorry to hear of your break with Joe – such deep changes are sad & painful. But as 
you intimate, it may indeed be for the best – a proper moment of change which one must 
welcome too. I am glad you are looking forward with hope – and the move to SF seems 
right & timely. (You don’t say what you will do there – I hope a better & happier job.) I 
am delighted to hear you will be in England next year, & under such good auspices! We 
shall look forward to seeing you. This too will make a good part of your 1980 year of 
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Steeple Aston
Tel. 0869.40229
22 March 1980

Dear Ray,

Thanks so much for your letter. I’m not sure how to read it! You say evening of 16th 
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Steeple Aston, Oxford
22 May 1980

Dear Ray,

Much thanks your letter. I have also written to chez M., and hope I’ve got it all right. 
Dinner here & stay with us night of June 16. We are away June 15. But for that night I 
have	booked	you	both	into	St	Giles	Hotel,	St	Giles.	It	was	difficult	to	find	any	beds	in	Ox.	
for that time, which is the height of the season with dances & jollities of all kinds, and 
I’m afraid there are no private bathrooms (sorry). It is a modest hotel, but very central 
and with very nice people running it. If this is not what you want let me know soon! 
I hope I’ve understood your letter! We have invited Haskells for June 16th dinner and 
we’ll expect you, say. 6.30-7.

Haskells	have	no	car	so	there	are	transport	problems;	there	is	a	bus	from	Gloucester	
Green,	no	X59,	leaves	5.45,	reaches	Steeple	Aston	White Lion pub, 6.30. Also taxis of 
course.	But	we’ll	try	to	fix	other	transport.	Let	me	know	whether	all	this	seems	ok?	All	
best & love

Iris

I shall have to go to London morning of 17th.

1980

If you decide to stop in Ox on the way, do not try to park in the city centre. Best parking 
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Cedar Lodge, Steeple Aston, Oxford Tel 0869. 40229
London 937.6029

1980

Dear Ray,

Welcome	 to	London!	So	glad	you’re	here.	 I’ve	 cancelled	St	Giles	hotel	 in	 accord	with	
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Dear Ray, 

We greatly look forward to seeing you on Monday circa 6.30. If you are coming straight 
here, don’t go into Oxford but follow the ring road signposts for Banbury, & keep 
following	them	up	main	Ox-Banbury	road.	(Turn	right	at	first	roundabout	just	outside	
Ox, then right again at second roundabout 2-3 miles on.) I expect you’ll have a map.

Steeple Aston
1 January 1982 

Dear Ray,

Thank you so much for your letter and news. You seem to have got a very interesting job 
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Imber Court and the human relationships there. Her ultimate argument focuses on the devastation 
that comes to Nick because of a lack of communication. Using a metaphor of apoptosis, she argues 
that as compromised messages between cells in the body can destroy the life of that body, the 
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We have also been promoting the Murdoch collections by including them in our exhibitions held 
here in the Archive – we created a display of our newest acquisitions in September 2014 to tie in 
with the Iris Murdoch Conference held then, and also featured items from the Murdoch collections 
in	our	two	most	recent	Explore	Your	Archives	campaign	exhibitions	–	the	first	celebrating	the	tenth	
anniversary of the archives, and the second looking back at the Second World War. We also hope 
that	many	of	you	are	following	our	series	of	blog	posts	‘25	Objects	for	25	Years’	–	this	series	of	posts	
is highlighting one item a month from our collections counting down to the 25th anniversary of 
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Top left: Bust of Iris Murdoch created by Faith Faulconbridge [KUAS191]
Top right: Ceres medal created by the United Nations featuring Iris Murdoch [KUAS151/2]
Bottom left: Letters from Iris Murdoch to Boris and Audi Villers [KUAS191]
Bottom	right:	‘Jimbo’	the	teddy	bear	[KUAS191]

All items can be found in the Iris Murdoch Collections at Kingston University Archives.
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at discussing virtue than the virtuous but muddled quasi-intellectual, Tallis Browne. Tallis is seen 
as	functioning	as	an	equivalent	of	Tolstoy’s	‘virtuous	peasant’,	Platon	Karataev	–	a	character	who	is	
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